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GradFest Returns as In-Person Celebration, Graduation Resource 

GradFest returned as an in-person event for UAMS 
2023 graduates this year, after a two-year run as a 
grab-and-go experience for students. The sixth annual 
event was sponsored by the Office of the University 
Registrar and Campus Life and Student Support Ser-
vices, offering a one-stop shop for graduation-related 
resources. 
  
The main campus event was held at the Student Cen-
ter on March 16. The festivities included tables lined 
with custom cupcakes and cookies, balloons, and fes-
tive GradFest cinch bags filled with an assortment of    
 

UAMS students line up for refreshments and goodie bags in the Student Center as part of GradFest festivities. 

UAMS swag donated by various colleges and depart-
ments. 
 
Event organizers Clinton Everhart, assistant provost 
for enrollment services and university registrar, along 
with Campus Life and Student Support Services team 
members Nakia Dedner, Clay Tyler and Kristy Cald-
well, Ph.D., all reported receiving numerous positive 
responses from students and other participants about 
the celebratory event. “It feels good to honor our 
graduates and see smiling faces again,” said Dedner, 

 
 —Continued on Page 8 

 

eLearning Team Offers Tips Related to Use of AI Chatbot  
 “Beating ChatGPT” by Jake Martar, M.Ed., assistant professor and coordinator of the 
eLearning Team in the Office of Educational Development, offers several strategies for fac-
ulty looking for help mitigating the use of a new artificial intelligence (AI) software tool that 
can create answers to questions entered by users. 
 
ChatGPT is a chatbot powered by AI to respond in human-like conversational tones. Simple 
inquiries through ChatGPT can produce remarkable replies. In the presentation, Martar asks 
ChatGPT to generate a 500-word digital teaching philosophy.  
 
 
Read the full article at: https://educationaldevelopment.uams.edu/2023/02/01/beating-chatgpt/  

https://educationaldevelopment.uams.edu/2023/02/01/beating-chatgpt/
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It was great to see the suc-

cessful Student Research Day 

and GradFest events making 

returns to being fully in-person 

after the pandemic required us 

to cancel or stage hybrid 

events the past few years.  

 

GradFest returned to a fully in-

person event after two years of 

being a “grab-and-go” event, 

with students picking up bags 

with information and some 

goodies. This event offers a 

great chance for UAMS stu-

dents in the home stretch to-

ward graduation to get gradua-

tion (and post-graduation) information they need. As usu-

al, our Student Services teams and organizers made it fun 

as well as useful. With UAMS Commencement less than 

two months away, the event also is timely. 

 

Student Research Day has always been a great opportunity 

for our students to showcase their scholarly activities for 

peers and faculty. Graduate School Dean Dr. Bobby McGe-

hee has been a tireless booster for this event and led the 

charge to see its activities expanded over the years to in-

clude the 3-Minute Thesis competition, with the finals held 

on Student Research Day, and the presentation of the Rob-

ert McGehee Jr. Distinguished Lecture in Biomedical Re-

search. Kudos to Dr. McGehee, set to retire as Dean at the 

end of May, for your many years of supporting and grow-

ing this event from when it only included the College of 

Medicine into become a true university-wide activity.  

 

My sincere thanks and gratitude goes to the organizers of 

both events for their hard work. For GradFest, sponsors 

included the Office of the University Registrar and Campus 

Life and Student Support Services within the Division of 

Academic Affairs — along with participation from numerous 

student services and departments across UAMS. Student 

Research Day also was a collaborative effort, hosted by the 

Division of Research and Innovation, Division of Academic Af-

fairs, the Graduate School, the Northwest Regional Campus 

and Academic Senate. 

 

Events like these are crucial ingredients in a thriving campus 

community that promotes the success of our students.  

Dr. Stephanie Gardner 

 

News from Academic Affairs 
 

March 2023 Newsletter 
 

News from Academic Affairs is published  
bimonthly (six times annually) by the Office  

of the Provost to inform students, faculty and staff  
about programs and support provided  
by the Division of Academic Affairs and  
to highlight UAMS initiatives beneficial  

to students and faculty.  
 

 
Stephanie F. Gardner, Pharm.D., Ed.D. 

Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
Provost and Chief Strategy Officer 

 

Departments in the Division  
of Academic Affairs 

Enrollment Services 

 Office of the University Registrar 

 Commencement 
 
Institutional Research, Policy and Accreditation 

 Academic Administration  

 Institutional Studies 
 
Society and Health 

 Office of Interprofessional Education 

 12th Street Health and Wellness Center 

 Center for Patients and Families (on-campus) 
 
Student Services 

 UAMS Library 

 Campus Life and Student Support Services 

 Educational and Student Success Center 
 
Teaching and Learning Support 

 Office of Academic Services 

 Centers for Simulation Education 

 Office of Educational Development 
 
Arkansas Commission on Child Abuse, Rape  
and Domestic Violence 
 
Center for Health Literacy 
 
Center for Faculty Excellence 
 
Office of Continuing Education 
 
Office of Strategy Management 
 

Questions? Comments? 
Contact the Newsletter Editor, Jon Parham 

(jcparham@uams.edu) 
Academic Affairs 

University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences  
4301 West Markham, # 541 

Little Rock, AR  72205 
http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/ 

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/
http://registrar.uams.edu
http://commencement.uams.edu/
http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/departments/esaa/
http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/academic-support-and-services/institutional-studies/office-of-institutional-studies/
http://ipe.uams.edu/
http://healthon12th.uams.edu/
http://inside.uams.edu/pfcc/
http://library.uams.edu/
http://studentlife.uams.edu/
https://studentsuccess.uams.edu/
http://oas.uams.edu/
http://medicalsim.uams.edu/
http://www.uams.edu/oed/
http://accardv.uams.edu/
http://accardv.uams.edu/
http://healthliteracy.uams.edu/
https://faculty.uams.edu/
https://ce.uams.edu/?_ga=2.147633022.877535657.1552308613-1212331186.1541086923
mailto:jdelavan@uams.edu
http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/
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Office of Continuing Education 

CE Course Highlight — ESSC Faculty Development Workshop Series  
The Educational and Student Success Center, especially center director Helen Hu, Ph.D., and Marybeth Nor-
cross, M.S.Ed., teaching/learning specialist and assistant professor, have designed a workshop series to guide 
the health care team to use team-based learning, modeling and demonstrating learning outcomes for teaching, 
to align course objectives with assessments and instructional strategies, and to apply coaching in the context 
of learning. 
 
The workshops teach about using active learning strategies. Participants reflect on their own current teaching 
methods and are asked to plan for changes to implement in their own teaching. 
 
The workshop series includes: 

 Modeling/Demonstrating Learning Outcomes 

 Designing Assessments to Align with Goals 

 Aligning Instructional Strategy with Learning Goals 

 Designing Assessments That are Aligned with Learning Goals 

 The Essentials of Team-based Learning 

 Coaching in the Context of Learning 
 
Jennifer Gan, MBA, CRS, program administrator in the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute, partici-
pated in the workshops and said, “I truly appreciate the practical skills I learned in the workshops -
offered by the Educational and Student Success Center. They empower me to improve learning out-
comes (using tips, tools, and resources provided) to align learning goals, assessment measures, and 
instructional strategies. I wish these workshops were available when I first joined the UAMS team and 
encourage everyone who is new or teaching at UAMS to attend these valuable workshops!”  
 
To learn more or to register for this series, visit https://students.uams.edu/success/faculty-development/event
-offerings/ 

Upcoming CE Conferences – Managed by the Office of Continuing Education 
 
April 18 - Cardiac Club Series: Treating Advanced Heart Failure in 2023  
— Presented by Dr. Kalaivani Sivakumar 
— In person, live event with a networking reception from 6-7 p.m. and lecture beginning at 8 p.m. 
— UAMS sponsored with the COM, Internal Medicine Division, Cardiology Department 
— Target audience: physicians, nurses, physician assistants, and other health care providers interested in car-
diology patient care 
— To register and see additional information about this event, visit the website 
 
May 4 – Arkansas Trauma Rehabilitation Symposium  
— One-day hybrid event, led by the UAMS Arkansas Trauma Rehabilitation Resource Program  
— Designed to improve outcomes for survivors of trauma. Participants will discuss strategies to improve func-
tion and independence; identify resources and the latest treatments for spinal cord, traumatic brain, and ampu-
tation injuries 
— Target audience: physicians, physician assistants, nurses, pharmacists, social workers, physical therapists, 
first responders, and other health care professionals 
— To register and see additional information about this event, visit our website 
 
August 17 – Neuroscience Stroke Conference  
— One-day hybrid event, led by UAMS Department of Neurology Stroke Program 
— Target audience: physicians, RNs, residents, physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech therapists, 
APRNS, and other medical clinicians in the specialty of stroke treatment in the acute and post-acute care areas. 
— Save the Date – Registration Coming Soon 
 
For more CE/CME courses, please visit the Office of Continuing Education website. 

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/
https://students.uams.edu/success/faculty-development/event-offerings/
https://students.uams.edu/success/faculty-development/event-offerings/
https://www.medpagetoday.com/neurology/migraines/103495?xid=nl_mpt_morningbreak2023-03-13&eun=g1648052d0r&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MorningBreak_031323&utm_term=NL_Gen_Int_Daily_News_Update_active
https://uams.cloud-cme.com/course/courseoverview?EID=51876&P=5&formid=578&IsExhibitor=false
https://uams.cloud-cme.com/default.aspx
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Center for Faculty Excellence 

 
The Art of Self-Promotion…….04/12 
Lanita White, Pharm.D.  
 
 
Academic Senate…………………….05/10 
TBD 
 
 
Develop a Business Plan…..….05/17 
Amanda George,  
UAMS Chief Financial Officer 

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/
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Office of Educational Development 

Library—Historical Research Center 

Latest Stay-at-Home Lecture by HRC, Historical Society Available Online 
“Pioneers of Diversity: Arkansas Women of Color in Public Health and Medicine” the most recent Stay-at-Home 
lecture by the UAMS Historical Research Center, is now available for viewing on the Society for the History of 
Medicine and Health Professions’ YouTube channel. 
 
Geoffery Stark, digital archivist for the Historical Research Center, gave a sneak preview of the soon-to-be-
released project by the Center, focusing on Arkansas women of color in the medical and other health-related 
fields. The project features photographs, documents, and videos of women who have impacted health care 
through the years.  
 
The presentation is part of the Stay-at-Home Lecture Series, which is sponsored by the Society for the History 
of Medicine and Health Professions, an organization that supports the mission and activities of the UAMS His-
torical Research Center.  
 
See “Pioneers of Diversity” at: https://youtu.be/5XfL8fAQrbk 
 
Past “Stay-at-Home” lectures are available on the SHMHP YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/
@shmhphistoryofmedicine7357 

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/
https://libguides.uams.edu/c.php?g=489580&p=7581020
https://libguides.uams.edu/c.php?g=489580&p=7581020
https://youtu.be/5XfL8fAQrbk
https://www.youtube.com/@shmhphistoryofmedicine7357
https://www.youtube.com/@shmhphistoryofmedicine7357
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Center for Health Literacy 

Conversations with Cam Features Center for Health Literacy 
 
The latest “Conversations with Cam” video by 
UAMS Chancellor Cam Patterson, M.D., MBA., 
featured a conversation with Alison Caballero, 
MPH, CHES, associate professor and director of 
the UAMS Center for Health Literacy.  
 
The two talked about the importance of clear 
communication with patients, family members 
and research study participants.  
 
“You’ve acquired a language that is unique to 
the work that you do, unique to health care or 
research, and our patients and community 
members don’t always share that same lan-
guage,” Caballero said. 
 
Caballero explained that the CHL offers its ser-
vices to help translate complex health infor-

mation into “every day words” that are easy for patients, community members and research participants to 
understand. The award-winning work done by the center includes writing and editing patient– and public-
facing health information, training students and professionals on health literacy best practices, and consulting 
to integrate health literacy solutions at the organizational level. The center’s services are available to UAMS 
departments and programs as well as to external clients.  
 
Watch the video on the intranet: https://inside.uams.edu/chancellor-videos/conversations-with-cam-alison-
caballero/. Visit the CHL website to find out more about the center and its services: healthliteracy.uams.edu/  

Meet the CHL Advisory Council 
The Center for Health Literacy recently established an Advisory Council to provide strategic thought leadership 
to advance the Center’s mission to improve individual and population health by making health information 
easy to understand and use.  
 
The council’s 13 members represent each of the colleges and mission areas of UAMS as well as national ex-
perts in health literacy. Members will help ensure that CHL remains abreast of priorities of campus units and 
national efforts to prioritize its work accordingly.  
 
Council members include: 

 Natalie Benafield, AuD, CCC-A, associate professor, College of Health Professions 

 Gina Boshears, director of patient experience, Office of Patient Experience 

 Cliff Coleman, M.D., MPH, associate professor of Family Medicine, Oregon Health and Sciences University 

 Carol Cornell, Ph.D., department chair, College of Public Health 

 Leonie DeClerk, DNP, clinical associate professor, College of Nursing 

 Hari Eswaran, Ph.D., professor, College of Medicine 

 Carolyn Greene, Ph.D., associate professor, Translational Research Institute 

 Kristie Hadden, Ph.D., associate professor, Office of Strategy Management 

 Tammy Lukacs, MNSc, nursing director, Care Management 

 Kevin Sexton, M.D., president, BioVentures 

 Benjamin Teeter, Ph.D., Associate Professor, College of Pharmacy 

 Shalanda Wilson, MBA, executive director of community outreach and engagement, Cancer Institute 

 Michael Wolf, Ph.D., MPH, professor, Northwestern University School of Medicine 
 
If you would like to learn more about CHL’s work in your area, feel free to contact the council member who 
represents your area or reach out to us at healthliteracy@uams.edu. We are always glad to visit your team or 
unit meetings to introduce ourselves and our services. The CHL team would like to thank our new Advisory 
Council members for agreeing to serve.  

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/
https://inside.uams.edu/chancellor-videos/conversations-with-cam-alison-caballero/
https://inside.uams.edu/chancellor-videos/conversations-with-cam-alison-caballero/
https://healthliteracy.uams.edu/
mailto:healthliteracy@uams.edu
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Standardized Patient Profile 
 
Name: Tim Caffrey  
How long you have been an SP?  About 1.5 years  
  
Tell us about your career/life other than the SP work that you do. 
I double majored in Ultimate Frisbee and Mechanical Engineering. I mostly 
worked in aerospace, product development and technical writing. I was a pioneer 
in the 3D printing industry, starting way back in 1992. I spoke on the subject on 
four continents and wrote numerous annual reports and technical consulting re-
ports on the subject for governments and multinational industrial organizations. 
I played Ultimate for 32 years, and won a national championship with the Seattle 
team. My knee is shot, so now I can only play disc golf and ride my road bike, 
both of which I still do. A lot. 
 
My work experience is diverse. In addition to the engineering described above, 
I’ve been a carpenter, handyman, stagehand, audio engineer, actor, marketing 
copywriter at Walmart Home Office, editor of technical textbooks and journals, 
and co-owner of a local business that sold simple 3D printers to schools. I am 
now a beekeeper, urban homesteader and a foodie! 
 
What is your favorite thing about being an SP? 
My favorite thing about being an SP is meeting young, bright, ambitious people. I'm so happy to be a (small) 
contributor to their development, both technically and interpersonally. 
 

What is your least favorite thing about being an SP? 
My least favorite thing about being an SP is ... I'm trying 
to think of a wry, humorous criticism of UAMS or North 
Street or Jamie Thornton ... but I can't. Maybe the cof-
fee? Or lack thereof? 
 
What is your biggest reward about being an SP? 
My biggest reward for being an SP is that I can com-
bine my life skills (which include teaching, acting, and 
some life sciences ambitions early in life) to support the 
emotional and technical development of a new genera-
tion of   young professionals in the medical sciences. 
 
What have you learned about being a patient be-
cause of the work you do? 
Diagnosis is not always easy. Creating an experience in 
which the patient feels heard, understood, and properly 
cared for is far more difficult. 
 
Find out more about the UAMS Standardized Patient 
program at medicalsim.uams.edu/standardized-
patients.  

Tim Caffrey  

 

“I had an encounter once where 
the learner was not sure if she 

should raise my shirt and exam-
ine my abdomen.  

 
She broke character and asked, 
‘Am I supposed to do this?’ In 
response, I chose to not break 
character, saying, ‘Oh, great! 
Just my luck. A med student 
that doesn't know what she's 

doing!’  
 

That forced her to think on her 
feet and rely on her own re-
sources, which is ultimately 

what these simulations are at-
tempting to develop in the 

learners.  
(She recovered nicely.)” 

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/
https://medicalsim.uams.edu/standardized-patients/
https://medicalsim.uams.edu/standardized-patients/


 
 
GradFest 
Continued from Page 1 
director of the Department of Campus Life and Student Sup-
port Services. 
  
A GradFest event also was held on the UAMS Northwest cam-
pus on March 7. More than 100 bags were prepared and deliv-
ered to Lauren Parker, director of Student Services, who host-
ed an event with similar fanfare for students on that campus. 
  
A special thanks is extended to all colleges and departments 
for their generous donations, support, and participation that 
made this event a success once again. 
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Intramural Sports 
  
 
 
On March 12, Campus Life hosted its annual Doubles Tennis 
Tournament at Allsopp Park. The sun was out and the weather 
was perfect! Thirteen teams battled their way through the 
bracket until a champion was crowned. Students from all col-
leges and programs participated, and everyone had a great 
time playing with and against friendly faces and classmates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campus Life and Student Support Services 

From left: Brandon Hogland (COM), and Summer 
Khari (CHP)  Tournament Champions 

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/


Page 9 Volume 10,  Issue 6 
March 2023 

Academic Affairs, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences                      http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/ 

Accolades 
 
Sim Education’s Johnson Selected for Panel on Standardized Patient Best Practices 
The Association of Standardized Patients Educators (ASPE) recently selected Sherry Johnson, CHSE, 
health care simulation educator in the Centers for Simulation Education, to take part as a panelist in a 
modified Delphi process, to identify and adapt the ASPE Standards of Best Practice for SP programs. Se-
lection was based on a competitive application process, making the selection an honor and positioning 
the Centers for Simulation Education to direct and lead international best practices in the area of stand-
ardized patient use. 
 
CHL Collaborates on New Research Consent Software  
The Journal of Clinical and Translational Science recently published a manuscript about a new software 
tool to help researchers quickly create consent documents in plain language for their prospective study 
volunteers that was developed by a UAMS collaborative team. “The informed consent form navigator: a 
tool for producing readable and compliant consent documents,” was authored by a multidisciplinary team 
that created tool. From Academic Affairs, that includes Alison Caballero, MPH, CHES, associate professor 
and director of the UAMS Center for Health Literacy, and former CHL faculty member Jennifer Gan-
Kemp. Other authors represent the follow ing: Department of Biomedical Informatics, Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, Department of Medical Humanities and Bioethics, University of Arkansas Little Rock 
William H. Bowen School of Law, Translational Research Institute, Department of Pediatrics 
Read about it here: https://clic-ctsa.org/news/tri-advances-health-equity-computer-guided-study-
consent-forms   
Link to journal article: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-clinical-and-translational-
science/article/informed-consent-form-navigator-a-tool-for-producing-readable-and-compliant-consent-
documents/74B4D0BE6BF164EA66C549E079DFE6A5  
 
Caballero, CHL Featured in White Paper 
An interview with Alison Caballero, MPH, CHES, director of the UAMS Center for Health Literacy,  and a 
summary of CHL’s work to improve patient-facing content produced by Fullscript were included in their 
recent white paper Health Literacy in Integrative Medicine: Key Insights And Strategies For Supporting 
Patient Education. Fullscript is an industry-leading health technology platform that facilitates virtual dis-
pensing for practitioner-grade supplements and develops evidence-based clinical research and medical 
education content to contribute to the rapidly emerging field of integrative medicine. 
https://fs-marketing-files.s3.amazonaws.com/whitepaper/health-literacy.pdf  
 
Case Study by Mabry, Caballero, Thompson Published 
A case study, “Improving Pneumococcal Immunization of Adults With Immunocompromising Conditions,” 
written by Lea A. Mabry, M.Ed., professor and director of the Office of Continuing Education, Alison Ca-
ballero, MPH, CHES, associate professor and director of the Center for Health Literacy, Mary 
Burgess, M.D., Timothy Atkinson, Ed.D., Richelle Thompson, Ed.S., CHES, assistant director of the Office 
of Continuing Education, and Robert Hopkins Jr., MD, MACP, FAAP has been published online as part of 
an infographic. The case studies feature quality improvement projects at seven healthcare organizations 
designed for improving pneumococcal vaccination rates of adults aged 19-64 years with immunocompro-
mising conditions who are at increased risk of pneumococcal disease.  You can read about each of the 
projects by clicking the case study number within the infographic. The UAMS project is case study 6.  
Link to infographic: https://almanac.acehp.org/Outcomes/Outcomes-Article/infographic-pneumococcal-
vaccination-quality-improvement-outcomes  
Link to UAMS case study: https://almanac.acehp.org/Outcomes/Outcomes-Article/immunization-of-adults
-with-immunocompromising-conditions  

—Continued on Page 10 

 
 
 

Division of Academic Affairs  

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/
https://clic-ctsa.org/news/tri-advances-health-equity-computer-guided-study-consent-forms
https://clic-ctsa.org/news/tri-advances-health-equity-computer-guided-study-consent-forms
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-clinical-and-translational-science/article/informed-consent-form-navigator-a-tool-for-producing-readable-and-compliant-consent-documents/74B4D0BE6BF164EA66C549E079DFE6A5
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-clinical-and-translational-science/article/informed-consent-form-navigator-a-tool-for-producing-readable-and-compliant-consent-documents/74B4D0BE6BF164EA66C549E079DFE6A5
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-clinical-and-translational-science/article/informed-consent-form-navigator-a-tool-for-producing-readable-and-compliant-consent-documents/74B4D0BE6BF164EA66C549E079DFE6A5
https://fs-marketing-files.s3.amazonaws.com/whitepaper/health-literacy.pdf
https://almanac.acehp.org/Outcomes/Outcomes-Article/infographic-pneumococcal-vaccination-quality-improvement-outcomes
https://almanac.acehp.org/Outcomes/Outcomes-Article/infographic-pneumococcal-vaccination-quality-improvement-outcomes
https://almanac.acehp.org/Outcomes/Outcomes-Article/immunization-of-adults-with-immunocompromising-conditions
https://almanac.acehp.org/Outcomes/Outcomes-Article/immunization-of-adults-with-immunocompromising-conditions
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Division of Academic Affairs News 

 
 
 
 
Accolades 
Continued from Page 9 
 
Mentoring Manuscript Includes Ward as Author 
Wendy Ward, Ph.D., associate provost for faculty in the Division of Academic Affairs and professor in 
the College of Medicine, is an author on the recently published manuscript “A Scoping Review of 
Health Care Faculty Mentorship Programs in Academia: Implications for Program Design, Implementa-
tion, and Outcome Evaluation,” which appeared in the Winter 2023 issue of the Journal of Continuing 
Education in the Health Professions. The manuscripts other authors included lead author Gerald E 
Crites from the University of Georgia, Penny Archuleta from the University of Colorado, Alice Fornari of 
Hofstra University, Sarah E. M. Hill from the UAMS College of Medicine, Lauren M Westervelt of the 
University of North Carolina and Nancy Raymond from the University of Wisconsin. The manuscript 
can be found online at https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36215162/.  
 
Hu Invited to Serve on Board for the AECT International Division 
Helen Hu, Ph.D., director and associate professor in the Educational and Student Success 
Center, was invited to serve as the secretary for the International Division of the Associa-
tion for Educational Communication and Technology (AECT). The International Division of the AECT 
facilitates communication among educational technology professionals and students worldwide, and 
the division promotes interactions that transcend international boundaries and cultural lines by men-
toring and fostering educational endeavors and coordinating communication with peer associations 
around the world. 
 
Manuscript on IPE Virtual Mock Trial Published 
A manuscript reporting the efficacy of an annual interprofessional education (IPE) mock trial activity 
established by the UAMS Office of Interprofessional Education and the Bowen Law School at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas-Little Rock was recently published in the International Journal of Healthcare Simu-
lation. “Efficacy of a Virtual Mock Trial for Interprofessional Learning” was authored by Karen Dickin-
son, M.D., assistant professor of surgery in the College of Medicine and the director for In-
terprofessional Education Simulation in the Office of Interprofessional Education, Wendy L. Ward, 
Ph.D., associate provost for faculty in Academic Affairs and a professor of pediatrics in the College of 
Medicine, and Kathryn Neill, Pharm.D., associate provost for academics in Academic Affairs and direc-
tor of interprofessional administrative and curricular affairs in the Office of Interprofessional Educa-
tion, along with UALR law school faculty Robert Minarcin, J.D., and Christopher Trudeau, J.D. 

Caldwell, Tyler Join Campus Life Team 
Kristy Caldwell, Dr.P.H., M.P.H., has joined the Campus Life and Student Support Ser-
vices team as the student services manager of the UAMS Student Center. The El Dora-
do native completed her B.S. in Biology from the University of Central Arkansas in 1993, Master 
of Public Health degree in 2008, and Doctor of Public Health degree in 2020, both from the 
UAMS Fay W. Boozman College of Public Health. She previously worked at UAMS for more than 
19 years in clinical services and academia.  
 
 
 
Clay Tyler was recently named assistant director in the Department of Campus Life 
and Student Support Services. In this role, his responsibilities will include oversight of the Asso-
ciated Student Government (ASG), Residence Hall facility management, student health insur-
ance coordination and ASG event planning. He graduated from University of Central Arkansas 
with a bachelor’s degree in health education and will complete a master’s degree in health ad-
ministration from UAMS. He loves golf, cooking, and staying active. He joined UAMS in 2021, 
serving previously as the Student Services Manager. 
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OED Welcomes New Faculty, Staff 
David White recently joined Scott Wright, Ed.D., as assistant professors in the Office of Educational 
Development (OED) Instructional Design team. White brings extensive experience in instructional design, a 
long history of leadership in K-12 education, and management of a private tutoring company. 
 
Neil Furqueron also recently joined OED as an education/ technology resource specialist. He brings 
extensive experience in media design and web management from a long history of experience in the private 
sector. 
 
Brooke Reese joined OED as the Business Administrator. She brings experience from another state 
agency as well as experience in residency education with UAMS. 

Student Research Day Continues 
to Grow with Inclusion  
of NW Campus 
Graduate and professional students, postdoctoral re-
searchers, medical staff and fellows presented their 
research at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sci-
ences’ (UAMS) Student Research Day, a university-
wide event hosted by the Division of Research and 
Innovation, Division of Academic Affairs, the Graduate 
School, the Northwest Regional Campus and Academic 
Senate. 
 
This year’s event was the first in which the North-
west Regional Campus facilitated participation for its 
students. Participants at the Fayetteville campus and 
those unable to attend the event in person were able 
to view the event’s activities remotely. 
 
“Student Research Day has always been one of my 
favorite events over the years — it not only provides 
a showcase for our students to let everyone see the 
work that they have been pursuing but also high-
lights the remarkable faculty who mentor them,” said 
Robert E. McGehee Jr., Ph.D., dean of the Graduate 
School and distinguished professor in the Department 
of Pediatrics. “The breadth of the projects is also 
amazing, literally from the frontlines of community-
based research projects to the most minute changes 
in genetic signaling.” 
 
Award winners of Student Research Day include: 
 
The UAMS Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute 
Special Award for Outstanding Cancer Research Pro-
ject, presented by Thomas J. Kelly Jr., Ph.D. 

 Winner ($100 prize) — Hayley Sabol 

 Runner-up ($50 prize) — Mason McCrury and 
Matthew Thompson (tie) 

 Postdoctoral winner ($100 prize) — Kirk West, 
Ph.D. 

 
Bhuvan Award, presented by Kevin D. Raney, Ph.D. 

 Winner ($750 prize) — Jessica Kelliher 

 Second place ($500 prize) — Farhana Taher Su-
mya 

 Third place ($250) — Matthew Thompson 
 

Three-Minute Thesis awards, presented by Antiño R. 
Allen, Ph.D. 

 First place — Carol Morris 

 Second place — Soumiya Pal 
 
General awards, presented by Antiño R. Allen 
Graduate 

 First place — Aric Anloague 

 Second place — Farhana Taher Sumya 

 Third place — Naiha Ahmad 
Fellowship 

 First place — Obeid Shafi, M.D. 

 Second place — Catey Abbott. M.D. 

 Third place — Alex Belote, D.O. 
Professional 

 First place — Davis Campbell 

 Second place — Delice Kayishunge 

 Third place — Fatimah Al-Doori 
 
Research and Innovation Travel Awards, presented by 
Shuk-Mei Ho, Ph.D. 

 $500 winner — Aric Anloague 

 $500 winner — Obeid Shafi 

 $500 winner — Davis Campbell 
 
Student Research Day became a campus-wide event 
in 2008, and the 3 MT competition was added by 
McGehee in 2017. 

Student Research Day award recipients 

http://academicaffairs.uams.edu/

